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I HAD A LEEP (LOOP
ELECTROSURGICAL
EXCISION PROCEDURE)
TREATMENT. WHAT
ARE THE NEXT STEPS?
You will review your LEEP results
with your health care provider. They
will recommend any follow-up
appointments. It is very important
that you go to your follow-up
appointments.



What happens at the follow-up
appointment?

 
 A follow-up appointment usually happens six months
after your LEEP treatment. The doctor will re-examine
your cervix using a colposcope (special microscope)

and sometimes do other tests (a PAP test and/or
biopsies and/or HPV testing depending on their exam
findings and the guidelines in the Province or Territory
in which you live). They will determine when it is safe

to be discharged from colposcopy and when and how
often you will need follow-up tests like PAPs with your

family doctor. 
 



If a biopsy at your follow-up
appointment shows high-
grade dysplasia (cellular
changes) of the cervix, you
will need a second LEEP
treatment.

What happens if my
follow-up tests are
abnormal?



Most women do not have detectable HPV after the LEEP treatment
and can return to regular cervical screening. Some women will have
a positive HPV test which puts them at higher risk of recurrent high-

grade cervical changes.

What if I continue to have
abnormal results?

If the biopsy is negative, but the HPV test is
positive, you will need to have further follow up
as directed by your health care provider.

Does the LEEP treatment get rid of HPV?



Can HPV virus be passed between
partners even after treatment?

Most couples share the same HPV types, but getting infected
again through sexual contact is possible. At this time, further

studies are needed to better answer this question.



Should I still get the HPV vaccine
after I have had treatment for HPV-
related cervical or genital disease?

Yes, health care providers recommend the HPV
vaccine for people who have already had HPVrelated

diseases. Vaccines decrease the chance
of future disease and will also protect you from

infections by HPV types to which you have not yet
been exposed. Getting rid of an HPV infection in the past

does not mean that you are protected from future infections.



Additional resources:

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/%20diseases-conditions
http://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/%20hpv-genital-warts
http://www.hpvinfo.ca/
https://precare.ca/colpo/
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